
CenSoc-DMF 4.0 Codebook∗

Page Variable Label
2 HISTID Historical unique identifier
3 byear Year of birth
4 bmonth Month of birth
5 dyear Year of death
6 dmonth Month of death
7 death_age Age at death (years)
8 weight CenSoc weight

Summary: The CenSoc-DMF Version 4.0 dataset (N = 5,301,200) links the full-count 1940 Census to the
Death Master File (DMF) 1975-2020, a collection of death records reported to the Social Security Adminis-
tration. Records were linked using the conservative variant of the ABE method developed by Abramitzky,
Boustan, and Eriksson (2012, 2014, 2017). To merge 1940 Census variables with this dataset, researchers
can obtain a copy of the 1940 Census from IPUMS-USA and link on the individual-level, unique identifier
HISTID variable.

∗Last updated: 19 May, 2025
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https://ranabr.people.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj26066/files/media/file/abe_ageofmassmigration.pdf
https://ranabr.people.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj26066/files/media/file/abe_assimilation_1.pdf
https://ranabr.people.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj26066/files/media/file/return-migrants.pdf


HISTID
Label: Historical Unique Identifier

Description: HISTID is a unique individual-level identifier. It can be used to merge the CenSoc-DMF file
with the 1940 Full-Count Census from IPUMS.
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byear
Label: Birth Year

Description: byear reports a person’s year of birth, as recorded in the Social Security Death Master File.
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bmonth
Label: Birth Month

Description: bmonth reports a person’s month of birth, as recorded in the Social Security Death Master
File.

bmonth label n freq %
1 January 451970 8.5
2 February 426752 8.1
3 March 469121 8.8
4 April 420478 7.9
5 May 431158 8.1
6 June 419599 7.9
7 July 450776 8.5
8 August 468662 8.8
9 September 460164 8.7

10 October 449202 8.5
11 November 419600 7.9
12 December 433717 8.2
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dyear
Label: Death Year

Description: dyear reports a person’s year of death, as recorded in the Social Security Death Master File.
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dmonth
Label: Death Month

Description: dmonth reports a person’s month of death, as recorded in the Social Security Death Master
File.

dmonth label n freq %
1 January 511522 9.6
2 February 453464 8.6
3 March 478693 9.0
4 April 441444 8.3
5 May 435857 8.2
6 June 411810 7.8
7 July 415586 7.8
8 August 410219 7.7
9 September 402188 7.6

10 October 434387 8.2
11 November 430044 8.1
12 December 475986 9.0
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death_age
Label: Age at Death (Years)

Description: death_age reports a person’s age at death in years, calculated using the birth and death
information recorded in the Social Security Death Master File.
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weight
Label: Sample Weights

Description: A person-weight to National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) totals for persons (1) dying
between 1975-2020 (2) dying between ages 65-100 (3) born before 1939. Weights are based on age at death,
year of death, race, and place of birth.

Weights are higher at the end of the this period due to decreased death coverage in the DMF. Please see the
technical documentation on our website for more information on how the DMF and how weights are created
for this dataset.
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https://censoc.berkeley.edu/documentation/

